
  T h o u g h t s  t o P o n d e r 

Today’s Scripture  ~~ 1 Thessalonians 5:4-6  ~~ 
“But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day 

should surprise you like a thief. You are all sons of light and 

sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the 

darkness. So then let us not be like others, who are asleep, 

but let us be alert and self-controlled.”   

  

 

 

 News from the Heart of Texas Bible Camp 

Brady, TX 

The Sunset Ridge Church of Christ in Brady, TX, is 

hopeful that the yearly camp sessions will be able to 

take place again this year. 

This is the upcoming schedule: 

 Session One  —   Grades 4-7   —  June 6-11  —  

                              directed by Virgil Webb 

 Session Two  —  Grades 8-12  —  June 13-18   —  

           directed  by Robert   Baugh  and Dale Sheehe. 

We hope and pray that it will be possible for those 

sessions to take place. After a year of challenging 

times, it would be a great blessing 

for the children and all the 

members of the staff.  

        Pray for this good work. 

Cherokee day:  

in a different format! 

This year, Saturday, May 1st, has been designated to 

be CHEROKEE DAY. This “Drive-through” event will 

have guests enter the campus by their new arched 

entrance for a driving tour of their campus. There will 

be a take-out line at the pavilion, where the visitors in 

the cars can pick up a delicious barbecue sack lunch 

to enjoy on their ride home. Drive-through time is 

between 11 AM and 1 PM. 

    Like always, our congregation will send a check to 

the HOME. Money donations are very helpful, 

because with those the HOME is able to buy 

groceries in bulk. 

    Our check will be personally delivered on that day. 

All of our members are 

invited to come and visit 

CHEROKEE HOME 

FOR CHILDREN on this 

special day! 

Just Trust 
   To help your hopes 

       From turning to dust, 

           To aid your plans 

              From gathering rust, 

                   To keep your dreams,  

                      From going bust, 

                          The simple plan is: 

                              You just must trust. 

 

“Where love is the compelling power, there is no sense of 

strain or conflict or bondage in doing what is right: the 

man or woman who is compelled by Jesus‟ love and 

empowered by His Spirit does the will of God from the 

heart.” — F.F. Bruce 

“Man cannot live without joy; therefore when he is 

deprived of true spiritual joys it is necessary 

that he become addicted to carnal pleasures.” 

— Thomas Aquinas 

~~ Ed Sterchi 



 

          CURRENT PRAYER REQUESTS  
    “. . . pray for each other so that you may be healed.”  

                                                            — James 5:6b.   

 Bill Blackstone is at home, having physical therapy and 

working on recuperating.  He is still dealing with the facial 

infection which also is effecting one eye. There is some 

improvement. 

 The recent hail storm that hit Llano in a very bad and 
violent way, also damaged Danny & Nancy Hankins’ 
house and property. We  pray for a good recovery and 
return to normalcy.  

 Mary & Henry Kattner’s son-in-law, Dennis, in 

Mississippi, has recovered from COVID-19 and is doing 

well. His wife, Swanna, is recuperating from COVID. 

 Our  missionary in Nigeria,  Sylvester Imogoh, is facing 

difficult health problems. Special and fervent prayers are 

requested for this valuable-in-the-kingdom-of-God-brother 

and his family.   

 Keep praying for all of our brethren in Nigeria and all 

of our missionaries in different and difficult places.  Pray 

for more rain in Nigeria.    

 Pray for our nation, government officials and the great 

challenges we are facing. May acknowledgement of God 

and His good and righteous provisions under His laws be 

restored. Pray for repentance, followed by God‟s 

blessings, so we can have a peaceful life in God. 

Daily Bible Reading for May 
1.   Judges 16-18 9.  John 12-14 17.  I Samuel 13-14 25.  Romans 1-3 

2.   Judges 19-21 10.  John 15-17 18.  I Samuel 15-16 26.  Romans 4-7 

3.   Ruth 1-4 11.  John 18-19 19.  I Samuel 17-18 27.  Romans 8-10 

4.  John 1-3 12.  John 20-21 20.  I Samuel 19-20 28.  Romans 11-13 

5.  John 4-5 13.  I Samuel 1-2 21.  I Samuel 21-23 29.  Romans 14-16 

6.  John 6-7 14.  I Samuel 3-6 22.  I Samuel 24-25 30.  I Chronicles 1-2 

7.  John 8-9 15.  I Samuel 7-9 23.  I Samuel 26-28 31.    I Chronicles 3-5 

8.  John 10-11 16.  I Samuel 10-12 24.  I Samuel 29-31    

 

CLOSE TO, ROUND ABOUT, OR NEARBY 

One Sunday, a preacher was giving a sermon on baptism, 

and in the course of his sermon, he was illustrating his 

belief that baptism should take place by sprinkling and not 

by immersion. He pointed out  some instances in the Bible. 

He said that when John the Baptist baptized Jesus in the 

River Jordan, it didn‟t mean “in”— it meant CLOSE TO, 

ROUND ABOUT or NEARBY. 

     And, again, when it says in the Bible that Phillip 

baptized the eunuch in the river, it didn‟t mean “in”— it 

meant „CLOSE TO, ROUND ABOUT or NEARBY‟. 

     After the service, a man came up to the preacher and 

told him it was a great sermon, one of the best he had ever 

heard and that it had cleared up a great many mysteries 

he had encountered in the Bible. 

     “For instance,” he said, “the story about Jonah getting 

swallowed has always bothered me. Now I know that 

Jonah wasn‟t really in the fish, but „close to, round about or 

near by‟ — swimming in the water. Then there is the story 

about those Hebrew boys who were thrown into the furious 

furnace, but were not burned. Now I see that they weren‟t  

really in the fire, just „close to, round about or nearby‟ — 

just keeping warm. But the hardest of all the stories for me 

to believe has always been the story of Daniel in the lion‟s 

den. But now I see that he wasn‟t really in the lion‟s den, 

but „close to, round about or nearby‟ —  like at the zoo. 

     The revealing of these mysteries has been a real 

comfort for me. Now I‟m gratified to know that I won‟t be in 

hell, but „CLOSE TO, ROUND ABOUT, OR NEARBY‟. And 

next Sunday, I won‟t have to be in worship, „JUST CLOSE 

TO, ROUND ABOUT, OR NEARBY.‟”     

                             ( ?  ?  ?  ?  ?) 


